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The canning of fish, fruit, meat, and vegetables is now of
great importance.
Since ancient times trade was carried on at various points
along the river, where the overland routes from the east
crossed the water route from the Caspian. The Russians,
after they had colonized the Volga lands, began to concentrate
upon the working up of agricultural raw materials, manu-
facturing flour, vegetable oil (from sunflower-seed), tobacco,
leather, and soap. At a later stage coal and iron were brought
from the Ukraine and the Don basin, wood was floated down
the river from the north, cotton was imported from Central
Asia, and these materials formed the basis of metallurgical and
timber industries at Stalingrad and textile manufactures at
Saratov. After 1917 regional power stations were constructed
at these towns, the former employing coal-dust and waste
products from the mines of the Donetz coalfield, the latter
using coal and oil and combustible shales. A further source
of power will be the new hydro-electric station at Kamyshin
(see p. 462).
Saratov, an important centre for trade and commerce
since the seventeenth century, possesses the largest combine-
harvester works in Europe, in addition to machine-building
factories which specialize in the production of lathes, Diesel
engines, and ball-bearings, oil refineries, flour and textile
mills.1 At Engels, across the Volga from Saratov, there are
important timber and meat-processing and packing works.
Cement is manufactured, from local materials, at Volsk.
Stalingrad is to-day2 a large modern industrial' city, with
new factories and workers' settlements stretching along the
Volga for several miles. High-quality steel and chemicals
are manufactured. The foremost industry, however, is the
mass-production of heavy caterpillar tractors for agriculture.
There are also oil refineries, and saw-mills and woodworking
plants, representing the modern development of the original
1  The construction of a bridge across the Volga at Saratov, and the
completion of the Uralsk-Iletsk railway, giving direct access to the Southern
Urals and Kazakhstan, have done much to increase the industrial and
commercial importance of Saratov within recent years.
2  Before its destruction by the Germans in 1943.